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HISTORY 1151 AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS, 1607-1877 ONLINE

Instructor: Abby Schreiber
Online course, office hours via meetings.io by appointment
schreiber.101@osu.edu

Online courses require continual attention and participation from the students who are 
enrolled.  Unlike traditional courses where you spend several hours per week learning 
through lectures or in-class discussion, you will spend nearly all of your time on this course 
working independently.  You should expect to spend around 8 hours per week on course 
assignments.  This course will not be easier than a traditional course, it may in fact be more 
difficult.  Please carefully consider this time commitment.  

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by August 31, 2012.  No requests to add 
the course will be approved after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the 
responsibility of the student.

This course surveys the political, constitutional, social, and economic development of the U.S. 
from the Colonial Period through the Era of Reconstruction.  

Goals:
Students recognize how past events are studied and how they influence today’s society 
and the human condition.
Expected Learning Outcomes:
1. Students construct an integrated perspective on history and the factors that 
shape human activity.
2. Students describe and analyze the origins and nature of contemporary issues. 
3. Students speak and write critically about primary and secondary historical 
sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their 
historical contexts.

Course Organization and Requirements
The organizational unit of this course is a module.  Each module is 14 days (two weeks) 

long, begins at 12:00 am Sunday (EST) and ends at 11:59 pm on Saturday (EST).  The two 
exceptions to this are the Introductory Module and Module 7, see the schedule below for 
more details.  Each module’s assignments are due by the cutoff at 11:59 pm Saturday.  Late 
assignments will not be accepted under any circumstances.  If you will be in a different time 
zone at any point in the term, it is your responsibility to keep track of how that will impact 
your cutoffs.  Carmen is based in Eastern Standard Time.

The last module of the course ends on Tuesday, December 4 at 11:59 pm to allow for the 
Thanksgiving break.

There is no final exam.  

mailto:schreiber.101@osu.edu
mailto:schreiber.101@osu.edu
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Grade Scheme & Expectations
This course works on a “choose-your-own-adventure” model.  You must attempt 200 

points worth of graded work for the course.  100 of those points are the required Content 
Reviews (Quizzes).  The other 100 points can be attempted through a combination of 
Discussion, Internet Assignments, and Papers.  That combination is up to you.  Point values 
are described in more detail below.  You are responsible for ensuring that you complete 
enough assignments to attempt the full 200 points.  Students are not allowed to complete extra 
assignments beyond the 200 point mark.  Anything completed beyond 200 points will not be 
graded and will not count toward your grade.

Content Reviews (Quizzes): The readings for each module are covered in these quizzes.  
Most questions are multiple choice, multiple select, or true/false.  Quizzes are open book/open 
note and you may take as much time as needed to complete them.  You may not work in 
partnership with anyone or share answers.  Each quiz is worth 10 points.

Discussions: These forums are meant to take the place of classroom discussions and are 
graded separately from the Internet Assignment forums.  Discussion posts should be well-
developed and should cite content from the readings (including page numbers or links as 
appropriate).  The length expectation for posts is 250-300 words.  Posts will only receive 
credit when they show the writer’s engagement with the content and with other posters.  You 
are required to read the posts of other class members, and respond to them appropriately.  
You must post 4 times to get full credit for the module discussion.  In order to facilitate an 
actual discussion, you must post two times during the first week of the module (the cutoff is 
11:59 pm Saturday) and two times the second week.  Respect for your classmates and 
instructor is required.  Do not make comments in posts that you would not say in person.  
Each Module Discussion is worth 10 points.

Internet Assignments: These posts will require you to engage with a wide range of 
materials from historic data to museum collections. Think of these as short interpretive essays 
of primary sources.  These assignments will be shared with the class via designated discussion 
boards on Carmen.  Students must post their assignment (which should be about 350-400 
words) and respond to at least 2 other students’ posts.  The assignment is due in the first week 
of the module, but the commentary may take place during the second week.   Unless noted in 
the prompt, your post must draw from a source that nobody else has consulted.   Each 
Internet Assignment is worth 10 points.

Papers: This is an analytic essay of 2000-2500 words in length.  Essays may be written 
based on the three monographs assigned in the course.  Prompts for the essays are posted in 
the content for the corresponding module.  Your writing should be more than a simple book 
report.  It will address your chosen writing prompt through specific references to the book.  
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No outside materials are required, though the inclusion of other primary sources is welcome.  
A guide to paper writing is posted on Carmen, and you must consult this document before you 
will be allowed to access the writing prompt documents. I am happy to accept rough drafts at 
least 48 hours before the deadline for each essay.  Rewrites may be considered for students 
who earn grades lower than B-.  Papers are submitted to designated Dropbox folders on 
Carmen.  Each Paper is worth 20 points.

I am willing to consider alternatives to a traditional essay, such as a related primary source 
round up on www.vuvox.com or www.prezi.com, a song, interpretive dance, reenactment, 
play, or any other creative or expressive work that is created by the student(s) under the 
guidance of the instructor.  Anyone wishing to pursue a non-essay project should contact the 
instructor before proceeding to gain approval and understand expectations.  

Instructor Expectations:  Students should expect responses to personal emails within 48 
hours.  I will post a few short lectures to help explain the context of some of the course 
content.  I will make myself available on meetings.io at agreed upon times.  While it is not 
required to interact in this fashion, it may facilitate your discussion posts or help you to make 
connections in the material if you are feeling lost.  I will also be lurking on the discussion 
boards and posting regularly there.  

Grading Scale:
93 - 100 (A) 
90 - 92.9 (A-) 
87 - 89.9 (B+) 
83 - 86.9 (B) 
80 - 82.9 (B-) 
77 - 79.9 (C+) 
73 - 76.9 (C) 
70 - 72.9 (C-) 
67 - 69.9 (D+) 
60 - 66.9 (D) 
Below 60 (E)
  

Books
This course will be based mostly off of the RTAP, three monographs and several articles.  

The books are available at SBX (you can buy the monographs online but the RTAP can only 
be purchased at SBX).  See their website http://www.sbx-osu.com/ for location info.  Previous 
students who were not in Columbus have called SBX and ordered a copy of the RTAP to be 
mailed to them.  

http://www.sbx-osu.com/
http://www.sbx-osu.com/
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Copies of these books are on reserve at Thompson Library.  The articles are available on 
Carmen.

Required Books:
Retrieving the American Past, History 1151 – A. Schreiber Autumn 2012.  (make sure you 

have the right instructor, there are many versions that look the same but have different 
contents) - you can also use the A. Schreiber Spring 2012 or Summer 2012 version (they have 
the same chapters) if you have a friend who took my course that term.

William Cronon, Changes in the Land, ISBN: 978-0809016341
Seth Rockman, Scraping By: Wage Labor, Slavery, and Survival in Early Baltimore ISBN: 

978-0-8018-9007-9
Eric Foner, Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation & Reconstruction, ISBN: 978-0375702747

Technology
Somewhat obviously, you will need internet access to complete all assignments in this 

class.  
This course will be hosted through Carmen, so expect to spend much of your time using 

that website (www.carmen.osu.edu).  I encourage you to create an avatar or upload a (G-
rated) photo of yourself on your Carmen profile so I, and your classmates, can associate a face 
with your name.  You should also provide a short introduction in your discussion group’s 
“Introduction” board.

You will need to download the LockDown Browser to take the quizzes.  You will be 
prompted to do this when you first take the Syllabus Quiz.  If you are using a computer in a 
campus lab, LockDown should already be installed.  LockDown makes it impossible for you 
to use any other functions of your computer while you are working on the quiz.  

I will be using meetings.io for video conferencing.  If you would like to participate in office 
hours, you will need a webcam (or, at the very least a microphone).

You will be asked to use the OSU Library website (www.library.osu.edu) to access several 
databases.  If you have never used the library website, familiarize yourself with it as soon as 
you can.

http://www.carmen.osu.edu
http://www.carmen.osu.edu
http://www.library.osu.edu
http://www.library.osu.edu
http://www.library.osu.edu
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Schedule and Assignments
Each Module begins on Sunday at 12:00 am and ends on Saturday at 11:59 pm.  There are 

two exceptions: the “Introductory Module” and “Module 7”.  See the schedule below for 
specific details.

Introductory Module: Syllabus and Course Setup, August 22-25
1. Read the Syllabus 
2. Watch the “Introductory Video” 
3. Enroll in a Discussion Group (named for a fictional President) under Groups tab on 

Carmen
4. Fill out the “Semester Plan” spreadsheet and post to the Dropbox
5. Take the “Syllabus Quiz” found in the Quiz tab on Carmen
6. Introduce yourself to your Discussion Group and your Internet Assignment group in 

the Discussions tab (it’s ok to use the same blurb for both boards)
7. Content for Module 1 and following will be available to you once you complete all 

these steps.  Verify this by visiting the Content tab and viewing content for Module 1.  

Module 1: New World Encounters, August 26-September 8
Required Reading:
William Cronon, Changes in the Land

Stahle, et al. “The Lost Colony and Jamestown Droughts” Science 280 (April 24, 1998), pp 
564-567. (Available on Carmen)

Discussion - see discussion board for prompts

Internet Assignment - see discussion board for prompts

Paper - due Sept 8, 11:59 pm.  See document in module content for prompts.  

Module 2: The Atlantic World: Culture, Goods, and Slavery, September 9-22
Required Reading:
RTAP “The Salem Witchcraft Scare”
Slave Voyages Database “A Brief Overview of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade” by David 

Eltis (http://goo.gl/i9aOJ) and “Introductory Maps” (http://goo.gl/FKhAC)  
Anderson, Jennifer, “Nature’s Currency: The Atlantic Mahogany Trade and the 

Commodification of Nature in the Eighteenth Century”

http://goo.gl/i9aOJ
http://goo.gl/FKhAC
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Discussion - see discussion board for prompts

Internet Assignment - see discussion board for prompts

Module 3: American Revolution, September 23-October 6
Required Reading:
RTAP “Women and the American Revolution”
Paul A. Gilje, “Loyalty and Liberty: The Ambiguous Patriotism of Jack Tar in the 

American Revolution,” Pennsylvania History 67, no. 2 (Spring 2000), pp. 165-193.
John W. Shy, “Hearts and Minds in the American Revolution,” in A People Numerous and 

Armed: Reflections on the Military Struggle for American Independence. Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press, 1990, 163-180. 

Discussion - see discussion board for prompts

Internet Assignment - see discussion board for prompts

Module 4: Politics and Expansion, October 7-20
Required Reading:
RTAP “Lewis and Clark: The Opening of the American West”
John R. Howe, Jr., “Republican Thought and the Political Violence of the 1790s,” 

American Quarterly 19 (1967), 147-65. 

Required Watching:
“God in America, Part 2: A New Eden” http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica (run time is 

about 56 mins)

Discussion - see discussion board for prompts

Internet Assignment - see discussion board for prompts

Module 5: The Early Republic, October 21-November 3
Required Reading:
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Seth Rockman, Scraping By: Wage Labor, Slavery, and Survival in Early Baltimore

Discussion - see discussion board for prompts

Internet Assignment - see discussion board for prompts

Paper - due Nov 3 at 11:59 pm.  See document in module content for prompts.

Module 6: Utopias and Reform, November 4-17
Required Reading:
RTAP “Growing up in Nineteenth-Century America”
RTAP “American Utopias, 1830-1860”
Buchanan, Thomas C. “Rascals on the Antebellum Mississippi: African American 

Steamboat Workers and the St. Louis Hanging of 1841,” Journal of Social History 34, no 4 
(Summer, 2001), pp 797-816.

Discussion - see discussion board for prompts

Internet Assignment - see discussion board for prompts

Module 7: Sectional Crisis, Civil War & Reconstruction, November 18-

December 4
Required Reading:
Edward Ayers, What Caused the Civil War?, 131-143 (available on Carmen)
Eric Foner, Forever Free

Discussion - see discussion board for prompts

Internet Assignment - see discussion board for prompts

Paper - due Dec 4 at 11:59 pm.  See document in module content for prompts.

Required Addenda
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It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish 
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The 
term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever 
committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in 
connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic 
misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the 
Code of Student Conduct (http://sja.osu.edu/page.asp?id=1).

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be 
appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their 
needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; 
telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu

http://sja.osu.edu/page.asp?id=1
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu

