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HISTORY 145 The History of the US to the Mid-19th Century
Towson University | Spring 2014
Instructor Abby Schreiber | aschreiber@towson.edu | Liberal Arts Bldg 4213
Course Meetings: 

Section 002: M W F, 9:00 am - 9:50 am, Liberal Arts Bldg 4214
Section 004: Tu Th, 11:00 am - 12:15 pm, Smith 506

Office Hours: Tues and Wed, 10:00-10:45 am or by appointment 

This course explores the political, economic, social and cultural forces which shaped the 
pattern of life int he United States from the founding of the colonies to 1877. GenEd II.B.1 or 
Core: The United States as a Nation. 

The structure of the course is lecture based, with opportunities for in-class discussion and 
analysis. My intention is to cover interesting or controversial topics in my lectures, with the 
broad themes and topics to be covered in the assigned readings. We will be reading and 
looking at primary sources in order to understand how historians produce history. I hope that 
you will gain an understanding of history as a discipline, learn to read and analyze primary 
and secondary sources, and to think and write critically. 

Course Objectives:
Upon completion of the course, students should:

Understand the major themes in U.S. History from the founding of the first colonies 
through the Civil War and Reconstruction.

Understand how histories of the period from 1450 to 1877 have changed over time and 
the reasons for those changes.

Understand how historians use different types of historical evidence in research.
Understand how to read and critically interpret both primary historical documents and 

scholars’ interpretations of the past.
Understand how to formulate historical questions, interrogate historical data and 

sources, support interpretations with historical evidence, and evaluate major debates among 
historians. 

Learning goals for The United States as a Nation Towson University Core Category 
Students will be able to: 
1. Speak to what characterizes the United States as a nation, whether through 

consideration of American culture and society primarily as a distinctive tradition or through 
comparison and contrast with other societies and cultures.

mailto:aschreiber@towson.edu
http://www.towson.edu/main/maps/index.asp?id=CLA
http://www.towson.edu/main/maps/index.asp?id=SM
http://abbybschreiber.youcanbook.me/
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2. Define one or more major issues involving American experience past or present and to 
discuss more than one perspective on those issues.

3. Demonstrate a reasonable command of specific knowledge pertinent to the central 
issues of the course and should demonstrate an ability to use that knowledge in a substantive 
analysis applying their own judgments and expressing their own understanding. 

Course Organization and Requirements
The course is based on a lecture format, but students are expected to come to class 

prepared to discuss and/or raise questions about the assigned readings. To that end, students 
should bring assigned materials with them to class.

My lecture style is informal. I encourage you to bring questions or comments to class with 
you. Feel free to raise questions or bring up interesting points from your reading at any time 
during class.

Grade Scheme & Expectations
Participation, In-class assignments and Attendance:
Participation and attendance are required of all students. Participation means that you 

come to class having read the assigned readings, and are able to take part in any discussion or 
group work that happens during class time. You remain attentive in class, and do not use 
phones, read newspapers, or otherwise draw attention away from the purpose of class time. 
You are expected to bring assigned readings to class with you, it’s up to you whether you print 
out the reading or bring a laptop. Taking good notes as you read can be a great help in this, as 
well as taking notes during lectures. I will post my slides and an outline for lectures on 
BlackBoard - it is your responsibility to take useful notes to aid in exam prep. See the 
attendance policy below for details on how missing class will affect your grade.

 
Reading Quizzes:
Quizzes are hosted on BlackBoard, and must be completed at least one hour before the 

class meeting for which they are assigned. There will be 10 quizzes, the dates by which they 
are due are on the schedule below. Quizzes will cover readings from the American Stories 
textbook only.

Short Papers:
There is a series of three short essays, each to be 600-750 words. These will be analytic in 

nature, and will relate to primary sources. Prompts will be posted on BlackBoard at least one 
week before the due date. These must be submitted online - no physical copies will be 
accepted. They are due at least one hour before the class meeting.
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Midterm and Final Exams:
Exams will be term identifications and essays. Students will receive a study guide for the 

exams. The Final exam will be cumulative, covering material from the entire course.

Grade Scheme:
Participation, In-class assignments, Attendance:

30 points
Reading Quizzes:

40 points
Short Papers:

30 points
Midterm:

40 points
Final:

60 points

Total:
200 points

Grade Scale:
A 93-100
A- 90-92
B+ 88-89
B 83-87
B- 80-82
C+ 78-79
C 70-77
D+ 68-69
D 60-67
F 0-59

Books
Students are required to acquire access to two books for this class. The rest of the 

materials will be available online. 

1. Brands, Breen, et al., American Stories: A History of the United States, Vol 1, 2nd ed. ISBN: 
978-0-205-03656-1 (Students DO NOT need to purchase access to MyHistoryLab for this 
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course)
2. Zimmerman, Dwight J. & Vansant, Wayne, The Hammer and the Anvil: Frederick Douglass, 

Abraham Lincoln, and the End of Slavery in America. ISBN: 978-0-8090-5358-2

Technology
The course website on Blackboard will be used to post assignments, reading quizzes, and 

other course information. Students will also be required to submit assignments and view 
feedback on this platform. Thus, students must familiarize themselves with Blackboard. 
Written work should be submitted in .doc or .docx formats only.

All of our primary sources for this course will be sourced from online databases or 
websites. Students should have these materials with them in class, whether that means 
bringing a laptop or printing out the documents is up to the individual. 

Schedule
Students are expected to have done the assigned reading before the class meeting for 

which it is assigned. Students should come to class familiar with the assigned material, and 
with either detailed notes or the assigned readings. Coming to class prepared to participate in 
discussion or other activities is considered as part of the participation grade. 

Assignments Section 002
This course meets on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9:00-9:50 am.

Week 1: New World Encounters 
Jan 27: First meeting, introduction and expectations
Jan 29: American Stories ch 1
Jan 31: Lecture

Week 2: England in the New World
Feb 3: American Stories ch 2

Quiz 1 due before class
Feb 4: Hakluyt, “A Brefe Collection of Certaine Reasons to Induce Her Majestie and 

the State to Take in Hande the Westerne Voyadge and the Plantinge There” and Smith “The 
Generall Historie of Virginia, NewEngland, and the Summer Isles” (posted on Blackboard)

Feb 6: Lecture

Week 3: Colonial Society and the Slave Trade
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Feb 10: American Stories ch 3
Quiz 2 due before class

Feb 12: Access and investigate the Slave Trade Database, www.slavevoyages.org.  
Read all parts of the “Brief Overview” essay by David Eltis http://www.slavevoyages.org/tast/
assessment/essays-intro-01.faces

Feb 14: Lecture

Week 4: The 18th Century Colonies
Feb 17: American Stories ch 4

Quiz 3 due before class
Feb 19: Anderson, Jennifer L., “Nature’s Currency: The Atlantic Mahogany Trade 

and the Commodification of Nature in the Eighteenth Century,” Early American Studies: An 
Interdisciplinary Journal 2.1 (2004) 47-80. (article is available on Blackboard)

Feb 21: Lecture

Week 5: Imperial Crisis and American Revolution
Feb 24: American Stories ch 5

Quiz 4 due before class
Feb 26: United States Constitution (http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/

constitution.html) and Bill of Rights (http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/
bill_of_rights.html); Common Sense, Thomas Paine, 1776 (on BlackBoard)

Paper 1 due before class
Feb 28: Lecture

Week 6: The New Republic
March 3: American Stories ch 6

Quiz 5 due before class
March 5: Judith Sargent Murray, On the Equality of the Sexes (1790) http://

digital.library.upenn.edu/women/murray/equality/equality.html; George Tucker, Letter to a 
Member of the General Assembly of Virginia on the Subject of the Late Conspiracy of the Slaves…(1801) 
http://goo.gl/7yOC9C (specific pages to be announced)

March 7: Lecture

Week 7: Many Revolutions: Market, Transportation, Society
March 10: American Stories ch 7
March 12: MIDTERM EXAM (in class)
March 14: No class meeting

**Spring Break**

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights.html
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/murray/equality/equality.html
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/murray/equality/equality.html
https://archive.org/details/lettertoamember00unkngoog
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Week 8: Jeffersonian America
March 24: American Stories ch 8
March 26: Selections from Journals of Lewis & Clark, http://

lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/index.html; Samuel G. Drake, The Book of the Indians, Book V, 
pp 121-122 http://goo.gl/Ho2YIk (pp 690-692 in Google Books ebook) 

March 28: Lecture

Week 9: The Early Republic
March 31: American Stories ch 9
April 2: Harriet H. Robinson, Loom and Spindle (1898) https://archive.org/details/

loomspindleorlif00robi (excerpts to be announced); Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nature: Addresses 
and Lectures (1837) http://goo.gl/XUouxn (excerpts to be announced)

Paper 2 due before class
April 4: Lecture

Week 10: Jacksonian America
April 7: American Stories ch 10

Quiz 6 due before class
April 9: E.C Tracy, Memoir of the Life of Jeremiah Evarts (1845), pp 446-448 https://

archive.org/details/memoiroflifeofje00trac; Appeal of Forty Thousand Citizens, Threatened with 
Disfranchisement, to the People of Pennsylvania (1838) http://digitalhistory.hsp.org/pafrm/doc/
appeal

April 11: Lecture

Week 11: Slavery in the 19th Century
April 14: American Stories ch 11

Quiz 7 due before class
April 16: Frederick Norcom to James C. Johnston (1836) http://goo.gl/1wDZY2; De 

Bow’s Review, “Slavery and the Bible” (1850) http://goo.gl/nWV8i4
April 18: Lecture

Week 12: Religion & Reform
April 21: American Stories ch 12

Quiz 8 due before class
April 23: Philip Schaff, America (1855) http://goo.gl/5nXvuJ (excerpts to be 

announced); Catharine Beecher, “Essay on Slavery and Abolition” (1837) http://
utc.iath.virginia.edu/abolitn/abesceba2t.html (excerpts to be announced)

Paper 3 due before class

http://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/index.html
http://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/index.html
http://goo.gl/Ho2YIk
https://archive.org/details/loomspindleorlif00robi
https://archive.org/details/loomspindleorlif00robi
http://goo.gl/XUouxn
https://archive.org/details/memoiroflifeofje00trac
https://archive.org/details/memoiroflifeofje00trac
http://digitalhistory.hsp.org/pafrm/doc/appeal
http://digitalhistory.hsp.org/pafrm/doc/appeal
http://goo.gl/1wDZY2
http://goo.gl/5nXvuJ
http://utc.iath.virginia.edu/abolitn/abesceba2t.html
http://utc.iath.virginia.edu/abolitn/abesceba2t.html
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April 25: Lecture

Week 13: Expansion
April 28: American Stories ch 13

Quiz 9 due before class
April 30: Hammer and the Anvil, pp 3-102
May 2: Lecture

Week 14: The Antebellum Period – Sectional Crisis
May 5: American Stories ch 14

Quiz 10 due before class
May 7: Hammer and the Anvil, pp 103-148
May 9: Lecture

Week 15: Civil War and Reconstruction
May 12: American Stories ch 15

Final Exam is Friday May 16, 8:00 -10:00 am

Addenda
Attendance Policy
Attendance will be factored into your grade as part of Participation. An unexcused 

absence will result in a loss of 1 point from the Participation grade. Towson University’s 
policy on excused absences is as follows (TU Undergraduate Catalog, 2013-14):

2. It is policy of the university to excuse the absences of students for the following reasons:
• illness or injury when the student is unable to attend class
• religious observance where the nature of the observance prevents the student from 

attending class
• participation in university activities at the request of university authorities (e.g., Inter- 

collegiate Athletics, Forensics Team, Dance Company, etc.)
• compelling verifiable circumstances beyond the control of the student
Students requesting an excused absence must provide documentation to the instructor two 

weeks prior to the scheduled absence when known in advance or as soon as possible when not 
known in advance.

3. Absences that do not fall into any of the categories outlined in item number two are 
unexcused. Faculty may set a limit on the number of unexcused absences.

Policy on Late or Missed Assignments/Exams
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Exams must be taken when scheduled unless advance documentation is provided for 
medical or University-related reasons. Authorized makeup work for History courses is 
completed in department-wide proctored sessions. The following is the schedule for make-up 
exams for the spring semester.  Please note on 2/20/14 & 4/10/14 the time for the make-up is 
changed. Sessions are all in LA 3150.

 
02/20/14 – 3:30-5:30
03/13/14 – 4:00-6:00
03/27/14 – 4:00-6:00
04/10/14 – 3:30-5:30
04/24/14 – 4:00-6:00
05/01/14 – 4:00-6:00
05/20/14 (Tuesday) – 4:00-6:00
Written assignments submitted after the start of class meeting on which they are due will 

be considered late. One full grade will be deducted from the final grade for each day (24 
hours) that it is late. After 3 days, no papers will be accepted. Late papers, and all papers for 
that matter, must be submitted online through BlackBoard. 

Plagiarism Statement
According to the TU Undergraduate Catalog, 2013-14, plagiarism is:
B. Plagiarism - presenting work, products, ideas, words or data of another as one’s own is 

plagiarism. Indebtedness must be acknowledged whenever:
1. one quotes another person’s actual words or replicates all or part of another’s product. 

This includes all information gleaned from any source, including the Internet.
2. one uses another person’s ideas, opinions, work, data or theories, even if they are 

completely paraphrased in one’s own words.
3. one borrows facts, statistics or other illustrative materials.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any plagiarized assignment will result in a grade of F 
for the course. Written assignments are to be your own, independent work. You may not 
collaborate beyond the discussion of topics. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
If you need accommodation due to a disability, please make an appointment to see me, and 

bring a statement from Disability Support Services (4-2638) authorizing your 
accommodation. I am happy to work with you.

Academic Standards Committee Statement
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This course may be repeated only once without the prior permission of the Academic 
Standards Committee.

Diversity Statement
Towson University values diversity and foresters a climate that is grounded in respect and 

inclusion, enriches the educational experience of students, supports positive workplace 
environments, promotes excellence, and cultivates the intellectual and personal growth of the 
entire university community.

Syllabus Change Statement
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) 

statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.

Copyright Statement
Some of the materials in this course are copyrighted. They are intended for use only by 

students registered and enrolled in this course and only for instructional activities associated 
with and for the duration of the course. They may not be retained in another medium or 
disseminated further. They are provided in compliance with the provisions of the Teach Act.

Emergency Statement
In the event of a University-wide emergency, course requirement, classes, deadlines and 

grading schemes are subject to changes that may include alternative delivery methods, 
alternative methods of interaction with the instructor, class materials, and/or classmates, a 
revised attendance policy, and a revised semester calendar and/or grading scheme. In the case 
of a University-wide emergency, I will attempt to communicate with you via email and/or the 
Blackboard site. 

For more general information about any emergency situation, please refer to the following:
Web: towson.edu
Phone: 410-704-2000
TU Text Alert System Sign-up: http://www.towson.edu/ADMINFINANCE/facilities/

police/campusemergency/index.asp 

http://towson.edu
http://www.towson.edu/ADMINFINANCE/facilities/police/campusemergency/index.asp
http://www.towson.edu/ADMINFINANCE/facilities/police/campusemergency/index.asp
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