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American Studies 201: Introduction to American Studies
Towson University | Fall 2015
Instructor Abby Schreiber | aschreiber@towson.edu | Liberal Arts Bldg 3223
Course Meetings: 

Section 001: T Th, 9:30 - 10:45 am, Liberal Arts Bldg 2302
Section 002: T Th, 11:00 am - 12:15 pm, Liberal Arts Bldg 2302

Office Hours: By appointment or T/Th 2:00 - 4:00 pm

Course Description: Interdisciplinary course interpreting American culture through 
historical documents, literature, film, music, art, and popular expressions. Topic varies. 
GenEd II.B.1 or Core: The United States as a Nation. Core Category11: The United States as 
a Nation, Group II.B.1. American: Arts & Humanities

The structure of the course is lecture based, with an emphasis on in-class discussion and 
analysis. My intention is to cover interesting or controversial topics in my lectures, with the 
broad themes and topics to be covered in the assigned readings. We will be reading and 
looking at primary sources in order to understand how historians produce history. I hope that 
you will gain an understanding of history as a discipline, learn to read and analyze primary 
and secondary sources, and to think and write critically. 

Course Learning Objectives 
Upon completing the course, students should:
• Understand the major themes in American Studies from the founding of the first 

colonies through the twentieth century 
• Understand how ideas of “Americanness” and understandings of what defines America 

have changed between 1600 and today and the reasons for those changes 
• Be able to see American history from the perspectives of multiple participants 
• Understand how patterns of consumption have changed between 1600 and today and 

the reasons for those changes 
• Understand race and gender as critical and analytical concepts that scholars use to 

study the past 
• Understand how scholars of American Studies use different types of evidence in 

research 
• Understand how to read and critically interpret: primary historical documents, literary 

works, visual and material artifacts, films, and scholars’ interpretations of the past. 
• Understand how to identify chronological and geographical patterns, identify issues 

and problems in the past, formulate historical questions, interrogate historical data and 

mailto:aschreiber@towson.edu
http://www.towson.edu/main/maps/index.asp?id=CLA
http://www.towson.edu/main/maps/index.asp?id=CLA
http://abbybschreiber.youcanbook.me/


syllabus AMST201 AU2015

2

sources, support interpretations with historical evidence, and evaluate major debates among 
scholars of American Studies 

Learning Outcomes and related goals
1. Students will display competency in essential skills required of a college graduate by: 

a. Writing clearly and persuasively for a variety of purposes and for different 
audiences, revising and improving such texts. 

b. Making articulate, persuasive, and influential presentations through class 
discussion.

c. Reading, interpreting, analyzing and evaluating written discourse. 
d. Demonstrating knowledge of methods used to collect, interpret, and apply historic 

evidence.
e. Integrating ideas and concepts in order to make judgments based on evidence. 

2. Students will explore and integrate knowledge in order to understand how various 
disciplines interrelate by:

a. Articulating relevant basic assumptions, concepts, theoretical constructs and factual 
information of historic study. 

b. Understanding and applying relevant discipline-specific methodologies and 
strategies of inquiry. 

c. Applying appropriate critical-thinking/problem-solving skills and communication 
skills in a historical context. 

3. Students will identify, interpret, evaluate, and integrate human values by: 
a. Exploring the meaning of citizenship in the context of a society containing multiple 

groups, values, and objectives.
4. Students will better understand what characterizes the United States as a nation by:

a. Understanding the evolution of American culture and society
b. Defining major issues involving American history and discussing more than one 

perspective on those issues.
5. Students will reflect upon and demonstrate appreciation for the lives of people from 

cultures and situations other than their own, and they will exhibit global awareness, by: 
a. Engaging intellectually and seeking to understand the experiences and views of 

people with different cultural backgrounds and beliefs, within what became the United States. 
b. Explaining their own cultural perspective as well as make a meaningful comparison 

with the perspectives of others.

Course Organization and Requirements
The course is based on a lecture format, thus students are required to attend class and take 
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notes/listen actively. Students are also expected to come to class prepared to discuss and/or 
raise questions about the assigned readings. To that end, students should always bring 
assigned materials with them to class.

At all times, students should actively listen, take notes, and be prepared to take part in 
discussion. 

Grade Scheme & Expectations
Participation, In-class assignments and Attendance:
Participation and attendance are required of all students. Participation means that you 

come to class having read the assigned readings, and are able to take part in any discussion or 
group work that happens during class time. You remain attentive in class, and do not use 
phones, read newspapers, or otherwise draw attention away from the purpose of class time. 
You are expected to bring assigned readings to class with you, it’s up to you whether you print 
out the reading or bring a laptop. Taking good notes as you read can be a great help in this, as 
well as taking notes during lectures. I will post my slides and an outline for lectures on 
Blackboard - it is your responsibility to take useful notes. 

Occasionally, in-class quizzes may be used to check for reading completion. Other in-class 
assignments, such as short essays or discussion worksheets, may also be collected and graded. 
These assignments will contribute to the participation grade.

Students are expected to behave in an adult manner by maintaining respectful discourse 
with their peers and instructor. Distractions such as cell phones, websites not related to the 
course, and side conversations will not be tolerated. Students will be informed verbally if they 
are not meeting expectations, and if that behavior continues it may impact the student’s grade. 

 See the attendance policy below for details on how missing class will affect your grade. 
Students should arrive promptly for class and be ready to begin class at the scheduled time. 
Habitual tardiness will impact your grade. At the end of class, students should only begin to 
pack up their belongings AFTER class has been dismissed. I will not go beyond the scheduled 
class time, and you should remain engaged with the discussion until dismissal. 

Primary Source Analyses
Four times during the semester, students will compose short essays of 500-700 words 

analyzing primary sources. These essays should demonstrate knowledge of the context of the 
source as well as its interpretive value to historians. Further guidelines will be provided for 
individual assignments. Four essays worth 10 points.

Film Analysis (Due Oct 29)
Students will watch “The Last of the Mohicans” in class. After viewing, students will 

compose an analytical essay responding to the film and incorporating the related assigned 
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readings. The essay is not a film review, but a thoughtful consideration of how it deals with a 
historic event or period. Students should also consider how the film shapes contemporary 
viewers’ ideas about history. The essay should be 500-700 words. The film analysis is worth 10 
points.

Reading Reviews
Students will respond to a set of questions related to the assigned reading. These 

assignments will be multiple choice and short essays. Their purpose is to ensure preparation 
for in-class discussion. They will be posted on Blackboard. 6 Reviews worth 5 points each.

Midterm Exam and Final Exam
Exams will be timed essays. Each exam will cover all course material up to the exam date 

(i.e. The final exam covers only the second half of course material). Thus, each exam is worth 
40 points. Study guides will be provided in advance of the exams. 

Extra Credit
Students may expect a couple of opportunities to earn extra credit over the course of the 

semester (usually in the form of a trivia question on the exam). These extra points will be 
available to all students. There is no opportunity for individual students to earn extra credit 
separate from that. 

Participation 40
Primary Source Analyses 40
Film Analysis 10
Reading Reviews 30
Midterm Exam 40
Final Exam 40  

Total Points 200

Grade Scale:
A 94-100, A- 90-93.9, B+ 87-89.9, B 84-86.9, B- 80-83.9, C+ 77-79.9, C 70-76.9, D+ 

67-69.9, D 64-66.9, D- 60-63.9, F 0-59.9

Expectations of the Instructor
Communication: Email is the best and easiest way to contact me: aschreiber@towson.edu. 

University policy requires that I communicate with you exclusively through University-
provided email. Thus, if you email me from an outside account (gmail or another service) I 

mailto:aschreiber@towson.edu


syllabus AMST201 AU2015

5

will not respond to you. Please identify the course in the subject of your email. Email will 
continue to be an important part of your professional practice, no matter your occupation. 
Use this opportunity to cultivate professional email standards for yourself. I check email 
often, so if you don’t hear back from me within 48 hours, try again. The exception to this is on 
the weekends, when I will not read or answer emails. Another great way to ask questions is to 
visit me in my office. You may drop by during posted office hours or set up an appointment at 
abbybschreiber.youcanbook.me.

Classroom decorum: The classroom is a safe space for everyone. Civility is expected, and 
respect for differing ideas and opinions is fostered. My approach to teaching is to invite as 
much input from students as possible, while providing useful resources and exercises that will 
aid in learning. All assignments are designed to achieve some aspect of the stated learning 
outcomes for this course. 

Grading and Feedback: Grades will be assigned through a standard rubric or point system 
that will become part of the feedback to the students. Once assignments are returned or 
graded, students can expect written comments outlining the reasons the assignment met or did 
not meet expectations, and what course of action to take for the following assignment. If 
written comments do not clearly convey the shortfalls of written work, please email me or see 
me to follow up. 

Books
Students are required to acquire access to three books for this class. It is up to the student 

whether the books are in paper or digital format, but they must be brought to class on the 
days when readings are assigned. 

1. Ulrich, Laurel Thatcher. The Age of Homespun: Objects and Stories in the Creation of an 
American Myth. 2002. ISBN: 978-0679766445

2. Wheatley, Phillis. Phillis Wheatley, Complete Writings. 2001. ISBN: 978-0140424300
3. Stowe, Harriet Beecher. Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 2005. ISBN: 978-0486440286

Any articles, chapters, or supplemental material will be posted on Blackboard.

Technology
The course website on Blackboard will be used to post assignments, reading quizzes, and 

other course information. Students will also be required to submit assignments and view 
feedback on this platform. Thus, students must familiarize themselves with Blackboard. 

http://abbybschreiber.youcanbook.me
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Written work should be submitted in .doc or .docx formats only. If you encounter problems 
with Blackboard, you must contact TechHelp http://techhelp.towson.edu.

All of our primary sources for this course will be sourced from online databases or 
websites. Students should have these materials with them in class, whether that means 
bringing a laptop or printing out the documents is up to the individual. 

Schedule
Students are expected to have done the assigned reading before the class meeting for 

which it is assigned. Students should come to class familiar with the assigned material, and 
with detailed notes AND the assigned readings. Coming to class prepared to participate in 
discussion or other activities is considered as part of the participation grade. 

Assignments
This course meets on Tuesday and Thursday. 
All assignments are due ONE HOUR BEFORE the class meeting for which they are 

assigned. 

What is American Studies?
Aug 27: Introductions, Syllabus, What is American Studies?
Sep 1: Types of Sources 

Read: Age of Homespun, Prologue and Introduction

Native Americans and European Colonization
Sep 3: Struggling to Survive: Mythology and History

Read: Stahle, et al, “The Lost Colony and Jamestown Droughts,” Emery, “The 
Roanoke Island Colony: Lost, and Found?” and Age of Homespun, Ch 1 (articles on 
Blackboard)

Sep 8: English Attitudes toward Colonization
Read: Hakluyt and Smith (on Blackboard)
Due: Primary Source Analysis 1: English Colonists

Women and Work in the Colonial Era
Sep 10: Life and Home

Read: Age of Homespun, Ch 3
Due: Reading Review 1

Sep 15: Houses, Castles, Hovels
Read: Carson, “Impermanent Architecture” pp. 135-178.

http://techhelp.towson.edu
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2015/08/11/science/the-roanoke-colonists-lost-and-found.html?referrer=&_r=0
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2015/08/11/science/the-roanoke-colonists-lost-and-found.html?referrer=&_r=0
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Town and Country
Sep 17: American Colonial Towns

Read: Age of Homespun, Ch 4
Sep 22: The Rural Reality Versus the Pastoral Ideal

Read: Franklin, “Observations Concerning the Increase of Mankind” and Crevecoeur, 
“Letters from an American Farmer” (Read the advertisement and Letter 3: What is an 
American?)

Due: Primary Source Analysis 2: What is America?

Morality and Political Ideology
Sep 24: Politics and Everyday Life

Read: Age of Homespun, Chs 5 & 6
Due: Reading Review 2

Sep 29: Morality in Colonial America
Read: Occum, “Sermon on Temperance and Morality” and Whitefield, “The Great 

Duty of Family-Religion”

The Paradox of Freedom
Oct 1: Who is free? Who is a slave?

Read: Wheatley, poems beginning on pages 12, 13, 15, 18, 19, 30, 32, 34, 36, 39, 59, 
62, 75, 88.

Due: Primary Source Analysis 3: Paradox of Freedom
Oct 6: Founding Fathers and Slavery

Read: Monticello Exhibit “Slavery at Jefferson’s Monticello: Paradox of Liberty” (link 
on Blackboard) and download the “Slavery at Monticello” app and explore it for 20-30 
minutes.

Defining America: Ideology, Gender and Race
Oct 8: Building a Capitol City: Washington DC

Read: Bowling, “'Neither in a Indian Wigwam nor the Wilderness': Competitors for 
the Federal Capital. 1787-1790." 

Oct 13: Rise of Gentility and Consumption
Read: Age of Homespun, Ch 8
Due: Reading Review 3

Oct 15: Republican Virtue and the New Nation
Read: Age of Homespun, Ch 9
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October 20: MIDTERM EXAM in class

The “Disappearing” Indian
Oct 22: Watch “Last of the Mohicans” in class

Read: Cooper, The Last of the Mohicans, chs 1-14
Oct 27: Watch “Last of the Mohicans” in class

Read: Cooper, The Last of the Mohicans, chs 15-23
Oct 29: Discussion of “Last of the Mohicans”

Due: Film Analysis

Manifest Destiny and The West
Nov 3: Manifest Destiny

Read: Howe, “Westward the Star of Empire” (Blackboard)
Due: Reading Review 4

Nov 5: From Lewis & Clark to Deadwood: Americans Claim the West
Read: Lewis & Clark letters (posted on Blackboard)

American Identity and Economics
Nov 10: Economic Growth in the 19th Century

Read: Egnal, “Entrepreneurial Spirit”
Due: Reading Review 5

Nov 12: What counts as work in America?
Read: Emerson, Nature and Schaff, America (on Blackboard)

Nineteenth Century Slavery
Nov 17: Slavery in the 19th Century

Read: Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, pp. 1 - 120 
Nov 19: Anti-Slavery and Colonization

Read: Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, pp. 121 - 218
Nov 24: Discussion of Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Read: Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, pp. 219 - 379
Due: Primary Source Analysis 4: Perceptions of Slavery

November 26: Thanksgiving Holiday

Remembering America: 19th Century Memorials, Shrines, and Preservation Efforts
Dec 1: Contested Memories

Read: Levin, “America’s Simple-Minded Obsession with the Confederate Flag” and 
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Pitcaithley, “‘A Cosmic Threat’: The National Park Service Address the Causes of the 
American Civil War” 

Due: Reading Review 6
Dec 3: Tourism and Memory

Read: Roberts & Kytle, “Looking the Things in the Face,” McDaniel, “Heroes of the 
Sabine Pass,” and Green, “Status of Confederate statues to be reviewed in Baltimore”

Dec 8: Wrap up and review for Final Exam

Final Exam Sec 001: December 10 (Thursday), 12:30 - 2:30 pm
Final Exam Sec 002: December 14 (Monday), 10:15 am - 12:15 pm

Addenda
Attendance Policy
Attendance will be factored into your grade as part of Participation. An unexcused 

absence will result in a loss of 1 point from the Participation grade. Documentation for 
excused absences must be provided in advance or no more than 7 calendar days after the 
missed class. If more than one meeting was missed, the documentation must be provided 
within 7 days of the initial missed class.

Towson University’s policy on excused absences is as follows (TU Undergraduate 
Catalog, 2013-14):

2. It is policy of the university to excuse the absences of students for the following reasons:
• illness or injury when the student is unable to attend class
• religious observance where the nature of the observance prevents the student from 

attending class
• participation in university activities at the request of university authorities (e.g., Inter- 

collegiate Athletics, Forensics Team, Dance Company, etc.)
• compelling verifiable circumstances beyond the control of the student
Students requesting an excused absence must provide documentation to the instructor two 

weeks prior to the scheduled absence when known in advance or as soon as possible when not 
known in advance.

3. Absences that do not fall into any of the categories outlined in item number two are 
unexcused. Faculty may set a limit on the number of unexcused absences.

Policy on Late or Missed Assignments/Exams
Written assignments submitted after the start of class meeting on which they are due will 

be considered late. One full grade will be deducted from the final grade for each day (24 
hours) that it is late, with the minute after the deadline starting day 1. After 3 days (72 hours 
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beyond the deadline), no papers will be accepted. All papers must be submitted online 
through BlackBoard, emailed submissions will not be accepted. 

Plagiarism Statement
According to the TU Undergraduate Catalog, 2013-14, plagiarism is:
Plagiarism - presenting work, products, ideas, words or data of another as one’s own is 

plagiarism. Indebtedness must be acknowledged whenever:
1. one quotes another person’s actual words or replicates all or part of another’s product. 

This includes all information gleaned from any source, including the Internet.
2. one uses another person’s ideas, opinions, work, data or theories, even if they are 

completely paraphrased in one’s own words.
3. one borrows facts, statistics or other illustrative materials.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any plagiarized assignment will result in a grade of F 
for the assignment. A second plagiarized assignment will result in an F for the course. 
Written assignments are to be your own, independent work. You may not collaborate beyond 
the discussion of topics. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
If you need accommodation due to a disability, please make an appointment to see me, and 

bring a statement from Disability Support Services (4-2638) authorizing your 
accommodation. I am happy to work with you.

Academic Standards Committee Statement
This course may be repeated only once without the prior permission of the Academic 

Standards Committee.

Diversity Statement
Towson University values diversity and foresters a climate that is grounded in respect and 

inclusion, enriches the educational experience of students, supports positive workplace 
environments, promotes excellence, and cultivates the intellectual and personal growth of the 
entire university community.

Syllabus Change Statement
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) 

statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.

Copyright Statement
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Some of the materials in this course are copyrighted. They are intended for use only by 
students registered and enrolled in this course and only for instructional activities associated 
with and for the duration of the course. They may not be retained in another medium or 
disseminated further. They are provided in compliance with the provisions of the Teach Act.

Emergency Statement
In the event of a University-wide emergency, course requirement, classes, deadlines and 

grading schemes are subject to changes that may include alternative delivery methods, 
alternative methods of interaction with the instructor, class materials, and/or classmates, a 
revised attendance policy, and a revised semester calendar and/or grading scheme. In the case 
of a University-wide emergency, I will attempt to communicate with you via email and/or the 
Blackboard site. 

For more general information about any emergency situation, please refer to the following:
Web: towson.edu
Phone: 410-704-2000
TU Text Alert System Sign-up: http://www.towson.edu/ADMINFINANCE/facilities/

police/campusemergency/index.asp 

http://towson.edu
http://www.towson.edu/ADMINFINANCE/facilities/police/campusemergency/index.asp
http://www.towson.edu/ADMINFINANCE/facilities/police/campusemergency/index.asp
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